Kevin Wright

Objective

I seek opportunities to create a broad and sustaining audience for meaningful places of historical and natural interest through the planning, design and administration of historical educational and interpretative programs, exhibits and events.

Summary of Qualifications

I am a highly motivated, creative and versatile historic resource interpretive specialist with 30 years of experience. I have special training and experience in general management and interpretive planning. I use a variety of innovative and engaging approaches in the design of events, programs, publications and exhibits to capture interest and build appreciation for the resource. I am especially skilled at putting together effective coalitions of stakeholders working towards a common goal. I am committed to professionalism, to gathering diverse points of view and to achieving the highest standards of historical accuracy. I have always supported my efforts through grants writing and fundraising to support events and organizations.

Career Highlights

I started out operating a water-powered gristmill at Waterloo, a restored village located on the Morris Canal in Sussex County, NJ, in 1977. I was promoted to Tour Director in 1979. I started working for the Division of Parks & Forestry, NJ DEP, in 1981 as historic site manager at the Steuben House, a Revolutionary War landmark located in River Edge, NJ. I was promoted to Senior Historic Preservation Specialist in 1987. I became the first Regional Resource Interpretive Specialist 3 for the Northern Region in 2000.

Skills and Accomplishments

Leadership – I have been elected President of two county historical societies: the Sussex County Historical Society (1987-90) and the Bergen County Historical Society (2004-07). I have served on the boards of six different historical associations or agencies since 1979. I am one of the longest serving historic preservation commissioners in New Jersey, having been appointed to the Newton Historic Preservation Advisory Commission in1987.

Vision – I was involved in the visioning process for Historic New Bridge Landing, Lusscroft, the former Dairy Research Agricultural Experiment Station, the New Jersey State History Fair, the Newton Historic District, the Wallkill Valley Heritage Trail and other important historic preservation and interpretive projects. I have extensive experience in researching and designing interpretive exhibits and programs.

Communication – I am an effective speaker and writer, having done frontline interpretation for about 405,000 people over the past 30 years. I have researched and written extensively on a variety of historical subjects in different media and formats, including general management and interpretive plans, grants, newsletters, websites, books, magazine articles, exhibit catalogues, promotional brochures, press releases, historical markers and wayside exhibits. I have successfully publicized events. I also have a wide range of professional contacts, developed through many positive interactions over the years.

Education

· Rutgers University, B. A., History, 1974

· University College, Rutgers University, 1978-79

· Rutgers University Graduate School, History, 1979

· Certified by National Park Service as Interpretive Planner for completing training course From Interpretive Planning to Interpretive Product at Stephen T. Mather Training Center, Harpers Ferry West Virginia (July-August 2001)

Awards

Historic Preservation Leadership, Bergen County Historic Preservation Advisory Board, May 2006
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